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years in office, the experiences I have had
and the lessons I have learned, one will stand
out: my visit to Gaza, the first ever by a U.S.
President. I will never forget what it taught
me about your suffering, your history of dis-
possession and dispersal, but also about your
resilience and courage. I said at the time that
the Palestinian people should be able to de-
termine their own future on their own land
and I believe that as strongly now as I did
then.

These past eight years have not been easy
ones for you. You face daily humiliations; you
must struggle simply to find a job; worst of
all, you continue to see too many children
grow up in poverty. Peace, it is true, has not
yet born its fruits. And so I understand the
disillusionment, the frustration, even the
anger.

But do not lose sight of what you have
achieved: The ability to govern yourselves,
to elect your leaders, to build your institu-
tions. As one who has seen you and Chairman
Arafat work so hard to achieve your goals,
allow me to say this: now is not the time to
heed the voices of revenge and desperation,
for they produce only bloodshed and death.
Nothing you have accomplished has been ac-
complished through violence and nothing
will be. It will only be accomplished through
peace and negotiations. Now, more than
ever, is the time for courageous leadership.

For courage is not only, or even mainly,
measured in struggle. It is measured in the
ability to seize historic opportunities. Today,
it is that other form of courage that is being
tested. Never have you been as close to
achieving your goals—regaining your land,
establishing a state, building a prosperous fu-
ture for your children. There will always be
those sitting comfortably on the outside urg-
ing you to hold out for the impossible more.
But they are not the ones whose refugees
will continue to languish in crowded camps.
You are. They are not the ones whose chil-
dren will grow up in poverty. You are. They
are not the ones who will pay the price of
missing a historic opportunity. You are. At
Oslo, your leaders—and principally Chair-
man Arafat—demonstrated the courage
needed to take the first historic step toward
peace. By taking the final one, you will be
able to fully realize your God-given potential

and to pass on even brighter possibilities to
your children.

For my part, I remain convinced that de-
spite these difficult and often tragic days,
both you and your Israeli partners will find
a way to move from the logic of war and
confrontation to the logic of peace and co-
operation. And that, together, you will bring
peace to this Holy land, sacred to Moslems,
Jews, and Christians alike.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Terrorists Who Threaten
To Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
January 19, 2001

On January 23, 1995, by Executive Order
12947, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by grave acts of violence committed
by foreign terrorists that disrupt the Middle
East peace process. The order, issued pursu-
ant to the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, among other authorities,
blocks the assets in the United States, or in
the control of United States persons, of for-
eign terrorists who threaten to disrupt the
Middle East peace process. I also prohibited
transactions or dealings by United States per-
sons in such property. On August 20, 1998,
by Executive Order 13099, I identified four
additional persons, including Usama bin
Ladin, who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process. I have annually trans-
mitted notices of the continuation of this na-
tional emergency to the Congress and the
Federal Register. Last year’s notice of con-
tinuation was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on January 21, 2000. Because terrorist
activities continue to threaten the Middle
East peace process and vital interests of the
United States in the Middle East, the na-
tional emergency declared on January 23,
1995, and the measures made effective on
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January 24, 1995, to deal with that emer-
gency must continue in effect beyond Janu-
ary 23, 2001. Therefore, in accordance with
section 202(d)2 of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d) of the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am
continuing the national emergency with re-
spect to foreign terrorists who threaten to
disrupt the Middle East peace process.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 19, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3:33 p.m., January 19, 2001]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on January 22.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process

January 19, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (‘‘IEEPA’’), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process that
was declared in Executive Order 12947 of
January 23, 1995.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt
the Middle East Peace Process
January 19, 2001

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the emergency declared with respect to grave
acts of violence committed by foreign terror-
ists that disrupt the Middle East peace proc-
ess is to continue in effect beyond January
23, 2001, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice continuing this
emergency was published in the Federal Reg-
ister on January 21, 2000.

The crisis with respect to grave acts of vio-
lence committed by foreign terrorists that
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace
process that led to the declaration on January
23, 1995, of a national emergency has not
been resolved. Terrorist groups continue to
engage in activities that have the purpose or
effect of threatening the Middle East peace
process, and that are hostile to United States
interests in the region. Such actions threaten
vital interests of the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States.
On August 20, 1998, I identified four addi-
tional persons, including Usama bin Ladin,
who threaten to disrupt the Middle East
peace process. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to maintain in
force the broad authorities necessary to deny
any financial support from the United States
for foreign terrorists who threaten to disrupt
the Middle East peace process.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.


